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50 Corridor Transit Improvement Task Force
3 p.m., Wednesday, March 26, 2008
Titan Room, Second Floor,  Rancho Cordova City Hall

Charge:  To improve frequency, connectivity, convenience, and safety of transit service along the 50 Corridor resulting in additional transit users and more satisfied transit users.                                                          

ATTENDEES
Susan Roberts, FTB
Patrick Kelly, State Controllers Office

Julie Gehpart, Gold Pointe Corporate Center

Troy Holt, City of Rancho Cordova

Tony Powers, Alta Planning

Hazel Stream, TMA

Rebecca Garrison, TMA

1. Tony Powers presented a Power Point on Safe Routes To Transit with outlined access barriers at light rail stations on the Gold Line.
2.  Review of March Action Items
a) Troy will arrange for a briefing on the new Folsom Blvd Complete Streets project for April.  Rebecca will arrange for a double-track briefing at the May meeting.
b) Add Tony’s presentation and report to transit section on web site.

c) Julie Gephart, Paul Marx, Mark Thomas, Ron Vicari, Mike Childress and Ted Wolters will work on a plan for the Gold Point Shuttle. Report at the February meeting.

     February Report: Julie, Paul and Rebecca met last week. Written report submitted.  Additionally, Rebecca met with Mike Childress of Gold River Community Association.

     March Report:  a tentative schedule for the shuttle has been proposed.  A RFQ will be sent to various private sector transit service providers.
d) Mark Thomas will report on progress of the Zinfandel Station shuttle at the February meeting

      February Report: City continues to meet with employers in the city limits.  They have determined that about 25 employers could benefit from a Zinfandel shuttle.  Next step is for RT to hire a consultant to assist with route planning and scheduling.   Next Report:  April meeting.

      March Report (by Troy Holt):  RT should have a consultant on board in April.  A final plan is expected in August with implementation by the end of 2008.

e) Rebecca will create a survey for the Task Force to approve for use on the RT web site and 50corridor.com

February Report: This has been done.  It will be posted on www.50corridor.com on Friday, March 1.  Rebecca will send link to Traci at RT for posting.
March Report:  This has been done.  Report results at the May meeting.
f) Gary will explore opportunities to set up a network for sharing breaking transit-related news that could impact all Corridor transit providers and selected employers and agencies.  Report back at March meeting.

March Report:  No report; carry over to April meeting.

g) Matt will report at the March meeting on the 2nds Technical Report (or 3) submitted as part of El Dorado Transit’s Short Range Transit Plan.

      February Report: Matt will email Short Range Transit Plan documents to Rebecca for inclusion on the web site.
      March Report:  No report, carry over to April meeting.

h) Kathy will attempt to secure a list of all DHA employers on the 50 Corridor and the number of DHA clients and their work times.

March Report:  No report, carry over to April meeting.

i) Rebecca will compile information from VSP’s survey and put on the web site and add to the resource list.

March Report:  Done.  Summary distributed and reviewed at the meeting.  Will be available for review by request.

3. Review of On-Going Action Items – No reports were provided on on-going action items.  Carry over to April.
a) Paul Marx will explore communication/notification systems for keeping transit riders informed of delays or problems.  RT is currently working on electronic signs at stations - which Paul will keep us updated on; but, he will also explore more basic ways to communicate information such as through bus/train drivers and security personnel.

b) Paul Marx will be liaison between RT and the Task Force for updates on Folsom double-tracking.  Task Force members will provide letters of endorsement when needed.

c) Matt Mauk will explore the prospect of more El Dorado Transit buses at peak hours to Rancho, Downtown. 

d) Matt Mauk will explore additional stops at Sunrise and Iron Point for east-bound El Dorado Transit.

e) Paul will report on existing efforts to add security on trains.

f) Paul and  Kent Gary will report on efforts to increase hours of trains to and from Folsom in the evenings.

g) Paul will report on on-going efforts to add more information at train stations on schedules and connections.

h) Rebecca will be a clearinghouse for all information related to 50 Corridor Transit Improvement efforts.

5. Update of plans for 50 Corridor by Transit Providers

a) El Dorado Transit:  Draft memo 2 is out for circulation and public comment.
b) Rancho Cordova:  City has received approximately $11.6  million from various sources to make Folsom Blvd. (Routier to Coloma) a “Complete Street.”  This is improve conditions for access to light rail stations as well as provide better  conditions for pedestrians and cyclists, including school students.  The City is also incorporating bike trails connecting to the Folsom South Canal in its International Drive extension.  The City also is working on a grade separation at Folsom and Mather Field; and a bike/ped promenade across 50 from near City Hall to Olson Drive.  Two upcoming Council meetings to note:  April 21 at 5:30 p.m. RT proposal on TMP and Rancho Shuttle plans; May 21 at 5:30 RT open house of TMP.
c) Roseville Transit: have received a quote for the lease or purchase of motor coaches that, if feasible, could be put into service for the 50 Corridor Commuter service.  If everything works out, buses could be purchased as early as July and they could be ready for service in September/October.  This includes getting permission from Sac RT  for operating within its service area.
6.  Update of unmet needs by Transit Users

a) Franchise Tax Board:  commuters and Susan attended public hearing in El Dorado County to advocate for express buses to FTB.  Will continue working with El Dorado officials.
b) Gold Point Corporate Center:  working on shuttle expansion through this task force’s efforts.
c) Vision Service Plan /Franklin Templeton:  VSP survey summary provided.
d) State Controllers Office:  encouraged by cooperative spirit, especially with the I-5 project.   Their facility on White Rock has many commuters who desire a shuttle from light rail.
Next Meetings:

3 p.m.  Community Board Room, Rancho Cordova City Hall
· April 23

· May 28

· June 25

· July 23

· August 27

· September 24
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Short Term Goals
1. Expand the Gold Point Shuttle
2. Launch a shuttle from the Zinfandel Station to neighboring offices and residential areas.
3. Establish a communication/notification system for delays.
4. Solidify funding for Folsom double-tracking.
5. Work with providers and promote Roseville and Elk Grove service to 50 Corridor.
6. Identify bicycle/pedestrian improvements which can facilitate better transit connections; create an implementation plan.
7. Create a log/listing of transit-related problems so repeat problems can be identified.
9. Explore prospect of more El Dorado Transit buses at peak hours to Rancho, Downtown.
10. Additional stops at Sunrise and Iron Point for east-bound El Dorado Transit.
11. More security on light rail trains.
12. Target rail/express buses for commuters who live in the suburbs and drive to employment centers.
13. Later light rail service to and from Folsom.
14. Better information on schedules and connections at light rail station.
