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50 Corridor Transit Improvement Task Force
3 p.m., Wednesday, February 27, 2008
Community Board Room, Rancho Cordova City Hall

Charge:  To improve frequency, connectivity, convenience, and safety of transit service along the 50 Corridor resulting in additional transit users and more satisfied transit users.                                                          

Attendees

Gary Taylor, SACOG

Kathy Knutson, Sacramento County Department of Human Assistance

Traci Canfield, Sacramento Regional Transit

Matt Mauk, El Dorado Transit

Susan Roberts, Franchise Tax Board

Julie Gephard, Gold Pointe Corporate Center

Mark Thomas, City of Rancho Cordova

Chuck Noller, Vision Service Plan

Hazel Stream, 50 Corridor TMA

Rebecca Garrison, 50 Corridor TMA

1. There were no changes to the January meeting minutes
2.  There was no briefing on Double-Tracking to Folsom. Rebecca will arrange briefing for April meeting.
3. Review of February Action Items

a) Paul Marx will arrange for a presentation on Folsom double-tracking for the February meeting.  
Rebecca will arrange for a double-track briefing at the April meeting.  There will be a March briefing on Smart Routes to Transit.
b) Julie Gephart, Paul Marx, Mark Thomas, Ron Vicari, Mike Childress and Ted Wolters will work on a plan for the Gold Point Shuttle. Report at the February meeting.
     Julie, Paul and Rebecca met last week. Written report submitted.  Additionally, Rebecca met with Mike Childress of Gold River Community Association.  GRCA Board will provide direction.  Initial thoughts:  subscription service only, no RT bus stop signage, peak hour service only.

c) Mark Thomas will report on progress of the Zinfandel Station shuttle at the February meeting

City continues to meet with employers in the city limits.  They have determined that about 25 employers could benefit from a Zinfandel shuttle.  Next step is for RT to hire a consultant to assist with route planning and scheduling.   Next Report:  April meeting.

d) Rebecca Garrison will add a section on www.50corridor.com for identifying  bicycle/pedestrian improvements which facilitate better transit connections.
This has been done.

e) Paul Marx will evaluate Route 6 and report to the Task Force in February.

Turns our Route 6 is not directly connected to the 50 Corridor so this action item will be dropped.  The person submitting the request actually wants to make the point that there needs to be more frequent service on all bus routes and more peak hour service.

f) Rebecca will create a survey for the Task Force to approve for use on the RT web site and 50corridor.com

This has been done.  It will be posted on www.50corridor.com on Friday, March 1.  Rebecca will send link to Traci at RT for posting.

New Action Items for March

a) Gary will explore opportunities to set up a network for sharing breaking transit-related news that could impact all Corridor transit providers and selected employers and agencies.  Report back at March meeting.

b) Matt will report at the March meeting on the 2nds Technical Report (or 3) submitted as part of El Dorado Transit’s Short Range Transit Plan.

c) Matt will email Short Range Transit Plan documents to Rebecca for inclusion on the web site.

d) Kathy will attempt to secure a list of all DHA employers on the 50 Corridor and the number of DHA clients and their work times.

e) Rebecca will compile information from VSP’s survey and put on the web site and add to the resource list.

4. Review of On-Going Action Items

a) Julie Gephart, Paul Marx, Mark Thomas, Ron Vicari, Mike Childress, Ted Wolters will work on a plan for the Gold Point Shuttle. 
Report given at February meeting.  Work is on-going.

b) Paul Marx will explore communication/notification systems for keeping transit riders informed of delays or problems.  RT is currently working on electronic signs at stations - which Paul will keep us updated on; but, he will also explore more basic ways to communicate information such as through bus/train drivers and security personnel.
On-going

c) Paul Marx will be liaison between RT and the Task Force for updates on Folsom double-tracking.  Task Force members will provide letters of endorsement when needed.
On-going.

d) Rebecca will create a log/listing of transit-related problems so repeat problems can be identified.
This is done.  The log will be posted on the web site, and updated monthly.

e) Matt Mauk will explore the prospect of more El Dorado Transit buses at peak hours to Rancho, Downtown. 

See below ….

f) Matt Mauk will explore additional stops at Sunrise and Iron Point for east-bound El Dorado Transit.

Both these items are currently being explored in El Dorado Transit’s Short Range (5 Year)  Transit Plans.  They are included in the 2nd Technical Report which will be out for public review in March.  Some service changes could be implemented as early as July 08.

g) Paul will report on existing efforts to add security on trains.

Traci reported that there would be a return of “dogs on trains” as a security precaution.

h) Paul and  Kent Gary will report on efforts to increase hours of trains to and from Folsom in the evenings.

No report; on-going.

i) Paul will report on on-going efforts to add more information at train stations on schedules and connections.

Traci will work on this. It was suggested that the action item be modified to include appropriate information at connection points operated by all 50 Corridor transit providers (i.e. park and ride lots and bus stops.) 
j) Rebecca will be a clearinghouse for all information related to 50 Corridor Transit Improvement efforts.

A List has been showing all relevant information submitted, to date.  That list will be undated regularly and kept on the web site.  Interested parties can request a particular document from the list.
New On-Going Action Items

k) Mark Thomas will report on the Zinfandel Shuttle at the April Meeting.

5. Update of plans for 50 Corridor by Transit Providers

a) El Dorado Transit – nothing more
b) Elk Grove Transit – nothing
c) Folsom Stageline - nothing
d) Rancho Cordova – nothing more
e) Roseville Transit - nothing
f) Sacramento Regional Transit – nothing more
g) Department of Human Assistance – DHA provides transportation for Public Assistance clients to and from jobs.  They want to know what we are planning so they don’t duplicate service.
6.  Update of unmet needs by Transit Users

a) Franchise Tax Board – nothing more
b) Gold Point Corporate Center – nothing more
c) Rancho Cordova employers – nothing more
d) Vision Service Plan /Franklin Templeton – Vision Service Plan just completed a survey of its employees.  There were 764 respondents. 23% would be interested in a shuttle from the Zinfandel station.
e) State Controllers Office – nothing
f) Others

7. Review of public opinions / hear comments from the public

The following comments were posted on 50corridor.com in response to our transit questions.

	Tail Wind
	I took LR for the Tour of California. Until I had ridden the train again I had forgotten just why I am in favor of ripping out the tracks. I saw not a single officer or security guard on either trip. 

I was carrying a nice big umbrella so I had no fear of anyone, but I did notice how most of the people getting on laughed at the fact they never pay for it. 

Two words reflect why RT is so poor a choice... Unreliable... Unsafe... 





	Mr Bubble
	An Express Light Rail Train from Folsom to Downtown (especially during commute times). Almost an hour ride one way from Folsom to my Downtown work location is too long a ride in uncomfortable often crowded train. Train rider ship would increase if an Express service would be implemented. 



posted 2/25/2008 8:21 PM


	mikee
	Problem: LR stops too often and has too many - um - interesting characters. Especially if you want to attract commuters. 

Suggestion (belongs in the next topic probably): Express BUSES from Folsom and Sunrise (maybe even Mather) in a carpool/bus lane that extends at least to Watt Ave and preferably past 65th. 

Problem: Getting anywhere north of the river from Rancho or Folsom requires multiple transfers using LR and local-stop buses. 

Suggestions: 

1. Express or signal-preempting buses on Hazel, Watt, and Howe connecting suitable LR stations with key intersections but not stopping every block like the current lines on Watt and Howe. 

· Watt bus should connect the Watt/Manlove and Watt/I80 LR stations, perhaps with a detour to Kaiser like the current Watt buses do. 

· Hazel bus should go all the way into Roseville and connect with Roseville transit at a suitable point - say Hazel at Eureka or even Douglas. Ideally, provide occasional service all the way to Sierra College.

2. Greenback or Madison bus from Folsom Sutter St or Glenn, with limited stops for a couple of peak period runs, to Sunrise, Auburn, and McClellan ending at Watt I/80. "Across the top" service doesn't exist in any usable form right now forcing either way out of direction transit travel and transfers, or (most likely) driving. 

3. Better connections to the south. Watt and Howe stations should have something that connects reasonably directly through the south area then over to stations on the Blue line. 

Problem: nobody knows that Elk Grove transit now runs to Butterfield station, because nobody's advertised it. Private service for FTB or can ordinary mortals ride? [image: image2.png]





posted 2/25/2008 9:28 PM


	EDH Commuter
	Hi, Rebecca

There are two issues that are the most glaring to me.

First, is the lack of an Express/Limited Stop Light Rail from Folsom to Downtown.

Second, the planned HOV lanes from Sunrise to Watt need to be fast-tracked, with funding and plans started to continue these lanes to downtown.

Thanks for asking. [image: image3.png]




	Cyclophile
	I'm a cycle commuter (obviously) but sometimes I take the light rail. This morning, circumstances dictated that I take the light rail on the way in and fortunately, I had cash on me. Is there a reason why RT does not deploy ticket machines that accept debit/credit cards in the same manner that BART does? [image: image4.png]





posted 2/25/2008 3:36 PM


	rebecca
	The above post will be reviewed at the February 27th Transit Task Force meeting. Posts below will be reviewed at the March 26th meeting. 



posted 2/26/2008 3:09 PM


	Yooper81
	RT doesn't accept ATM/debit cards???? You're kidding!!!!!!!!! How 20th century... [image: image5.png]






	Cyclophile
	The businesses off of Zinfandel South of 50 have virtually no connection to the light rail. I don't consider the once in a blue moon bus from the Mather and the Sunrise stations to be "connections" since they do not run on a schedule conducive to commuting.

When I have taken a look at those buses, they are empty. Why run empty busses once an hour all day long when you can concentrate more frequent service in the morning and the afternoon commute, getting more riders? I've heard rumors that the union dictates the routes, is this an example of that? ..having RT run an empty bus for 8 hours??!! 

	tpowers
	Please see SACOG's Safe Routes to Transit study that looked in detail at bicycle connections to 12 of the light rail stations. 


Next Meeting:  3 p.m. March 26, 2008 at Rancho Cordova City Hall
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Short Term Goals
1. Expand the Gold Point Shuttle
2. Launch a shuttle from the Zinfandel Station to neighboring offices and residential areas.
3. Establish a communication/notification system for delays.
4. Solidify funding for Folsom double-tracking.
5. Work with providers and promote Roseville and Elk Grove service to 50 Corridor.
6. Identify bicycle/pedestrian improvements which can facilitate better transit connections; create an implementation plan.
7. Create a log/listing of transit-related problems so repeat problems can be identified.
8 Explore prospect of more El Dorado Transit buses at peak hours to Rancho, Downtown.
9. Additional stops at Sunrise and Iron Point for east-bound El Dorado Transit.
10. More security on light rail trains.
11. Target rail/express buses for commuters who live in the suburbs and drive to employment centers.
12. Later light rail service to and from Folsom.
13. Better information on schedules and connections at light rail station.

14. Advocate for more peak hour service and more express service.

